	THE "JONGEWAARD" FAMILY IN WESTZAAN.  HOLLAND





In 1840, part of the family emigrated to America, The father died enroute, along with about three children on the boat voyage.  The mother and four children arrived, An older son who had gone on before was to have met them.   However, due to miscommunication he had already left for the west coast, They were able to reunite at a later date, The family had left Holland due to religious persecution by the Dutch Reformed Church.


In 1781, the Dutch were at war with England.  The town of Westzann planned to build a courthouse twice as big as was built due to the country's economic situation at the time.  The architect was disappointed.  The courthouse was finished in 1782.  There is a large stone plaque on the right side of the building with Siimon Simonides Jongewaard age 24 on it, commemorating his involvement in it.  He was a very influential person in the town.  He was a multi- talented man, Simon administered an orphanage out of that building.   He also was an attorney.  He made the first speech before Court opened.   Some of the words from his speech are carved in stone above the door.  He said that all who entered that courtroom would receive equal justice.  At one time the governor of the area wanted to remove the upper story of the building due to economic reasons.  The Jongewaard family strongly opposed it and prevailed, The courthouse has not been needed since 1974 when all the small towns incorporated.  It has just been recently restored and is used for social functions such as banquets and weddings to help pay for its maintenance, taxes and restoration


The Jongewaard family was one of the families to lay a cornerstone of the Dutch Reformed church in town.  The present church is the fifth one on that site, In the sixteenth century influential families were buried inside the church, There are two graves for our family.  People were buried in layers down until a time came when the smell became so bad they buried them outside.  One of the grave stones has inscribed the name of Peter Comellus Jongewaard 1709.  He was one of the founders of the present church.


The Jongewaard family strongly supported the House of Orange which was a monarchy.  They opposed the Patriots which were French oriented anti-monarchists, At that time Europe was getting rid of their monarchies.  Holland was a republic and they moved to embrace the monarchy in 1816.  They installed William of Orange as their monarch.  The Jongewaard family was opposed in their support of the House of Orange by the "Tipp" family.  They were on the side of the Patriots.  A lady from the "Tipp" family served us coffee, tea and cookies in the lovely restored room from where Simon administered the orphanage.


The origin of the family name may have a number of sources.  The coat of arms has a duck and a harpoon on the crest.  The name could mean "Young Duck" The early family could have been whalers.  


 Harpoon  name could mean : "Young Polder", because people of that area reclaimed much of the land from the sea.  This land was called "Polder", and then they constricted "dikes".  Another meaning to the name could be "Young Innkeeper", The family owned a Inn for one generation in that town.   Today the inn is called "The Prins", for the Prince of Orange.  The inn was constructed in 1672.  We sat and talked in one of the meeting conference rooms called "Topzaal", which means "Top Room" - "On Top of Things
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